
Richie Pollack: 
Calgary’s Harmonica 
Player of the Year 
 
Calgary ’s  “c ross-harp ambassador” 
R ich ie  Po l lack has been awarded the 
Harmon ica Playe r  o f  the  Year  fo r  
the Calgary Blues Music Associa t ion 
Ha l l  o f  Fame!  Th e Ca lgar y Blues 
Music Associa t ion  (CBMA)  i s  
commi t ted  to foster ing ,  pr eser vin g  
an d fur th er in g  blues music an d 
music ian s,  as wel l  as  pr esent ing  
some o f th e f in est  blues to be foun d 
an ywh er e.   Th e n ewl y for med CBMA 
Blues Ha l l  of  Fame pr esen ted  si x  
ca tegor ies for  th e 2008 inaugura t ion  
o f th e Ha l l  of  Fame wh ich  wer e 
deter min ed by th e CBMA Boar d  of 
D i r ector s.   Nomin ees wer e a l so 
selected  by th e Dir ector s h owever  
winn er s in  each  categor y wer e 
ch osen  by th e publ i c  in  an  on l in e 
vote a t  th e Ca lgar y Blues fest  
webs i te.  
 

 
 

Rich ie got  h i s  f i r s t  h armon ica  fr om a  Chr i s tmas s tock in g and has been  playin g and 
impr ovin g s in ce.   Thr ough  fr on t in g a few ban ds an d gain in g  sess ion  exper ien ce 
Rich ie has become a  f i r s t  ca l l  p layer  amon g the mouth  har p e l i t e .   He ch a l len ges 
th e s ter eot ype o f th e d ia ton ic har mon ica by tack l ing di f fer en t  s t yles o f music,  wi th  
g r eat  en couragement  fr om aud ien ces an d music ian s a li ke.   On e cou ld say (and has 
sa id . . ) ,  Rich ie Pol lack  “p lays th e l i v in ’  tar  ou t ta tha t  l i t t l e  ‘o le t in -san dwich ! ”    
 
Cur r en t l y,  Rich ie i s  get t in g back  ou t  suppor t ing  h is most  r ecent  r ecor d ing ,  “Stew” ,  
wh ich  was n omina ted  for  th e 2006 WCMA award  for  Outs tan din g Blues Recor d in g .  
 
For  Mor e In for mat ion  on  Rich ie Pol lack  vi s i t :  
www. c hr onogr aphr e c or ds .c om  
www. r ic hie p . ne t   
 
 
 

                                

 


